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Adde quid abjumunt vires, pereuntque labore : 

Adde quod alterius fub nutu degitur atas. 

Labitur interea res, & vadimonia fiunt, 

Languent officia, atque agrotat fama vacillans. 
LucreT. 


BS2 INCE pleafure is almoft the only purfuit 
me of a fine gentleman, it is very neceflary, for 
Sage the maintaining his confequence and cha- 


racter, that he fhould have a girl in keep- 





ing. Intriguing with women of fathion, 
and debauching tradefmen’s daughters, naturally happen in 
the common courfe. of gallantry; but this convenient fe- 
male, to fill up the intervals of bufinefs, is the principal mark 
of his fuperior tafte and quality. Every priggith clerk to 
an attorney, or pert apprentice can throw away his occa- 
fional guinea in Covent-Garden ; but the fhortnefs of their 
5K finances 
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finances will not permit them to perfevere in debauchery 
with the air and fpirit of a man of quality, The Kept Mi- 
ftrefs (which thofe half-reprobates dare not think of) is a 
conftant part of the retinue of a complete fine gentleman, 
and is, indeed, as indifpenfible a part of his equipage, as a 
French valet de chambre or a four-wheeled poft-chaife. 


Ir was formerly the fafhionamong the ladies to keep a 
monkey: At that time every woman of quality thought 
herfelf obliged to follow the mode; and. even the merchants 
wives in the city had their fathionable pugs to play tricks 
and break china. A Girl in Keeping is as” difagretable to 
fome of our men of pleafure, as pug was to fome ladies ; 
but they muft have one to fpend money and do mifchief, 
that they may be reckoned young fellows of {pirit. Hence it 
happens, that many gentlemen maintain girls, who infact 
are little more than their nominal miftreffes ; for they fee 
them as feldom, and behave to them with as much indif- 
ference as if they were their wives: however, .as the woman 
in a manner bears their name, and is maintained by them, 
they may appear in the world with the genteel character of 
a Keeper, I have known feveral gentlemen take great pains 
to heighten their reputation in this way; and turn off a firft 
miftrefs, merely becaufe fhe was not fufficiently known, for 
the fake of a celebrated woman of the town, “a dancer, or 
an a¢trefs: and it is always the firft ftep of an Engh/hman 
of fafhion after his arrival at Paris, to take one of the 
Filles d’Opera under his protection. It was but the other 
day, that Florio went abroad, and left his girl to roll about 
the. town in a chariot, with an unlimited order on his 
banker ; and almoft as foon as he got to France, took a 
{mart girl off the ftage, to make as genteel a figure at Paris, 
In ‘fhort, as a gentleman keeps running horfes, goes to 
White’s, and gets into parliament, for the name of the 

, thing ; 
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thing; fo muft he likewife have his Kept Miftreis, becaufe 
it is the fafhion: and I was mightily pleafed with hearing 
a gentleman once boatt, that he lived like a man of quality— 
For, fays he, I have a poft-chaife and never ride in it, I 
have a wife and never fee her, and I keep a miftrefs and 
never lie with her. 


Bur if thefe. fort of Keepers, who never care a farthing 
for their miftreffes; are to be laughed at,, thofe who are 
really fond of their Duicineas are to be pitied. The moft 
hen-pecked hufband, that ever bore the grievous yoke of a 
fhrew, is not half fo miferable, asa man who is fubject to 
the humours and unaccountable caprice of a cunning flut, 
who finds him in her power, Her behaviour will continu- 
ally give him new occafion of jealoufy; and perhaps fhe 
will really difpenfe her favours to every rake in town, 
that will bid upto her price. She will {mile when fhe wants 
money, be infolent when fhe does not, and in fhort leave no 
artifice untried, to plague his heart, and drain his pocket. 
A friend of mine ufed conftantly to rail at the flavith condi- 
tion of married men, and the tyranny of petticoat-government: 
he therefore prudently refolved to live an uncontroyled 
batchelor, and for this reafon pitched upon a country girl, 
who fhould ferve him as an handmaid. Determining to keep 
her in a very fnug and retired manner, he had even calcu- 
lated how much fhe would fave him in curtailing his ordinary 
expences at taverns and bagnios: but this {cheme-of ceconomy 
did not faft long; for the artful jade foon contrived.‘ to 
«¢ wind her clofe into his eafy heart,” and inveigled him to 
maintain her in all the fplendor and ec/et of a firft rate lady, 
of pleafure. He at firft treated her with all the indifference of 
a fafhionable hufband ; ‘but as foon as fhe found herfelf to be 
entire miftrefs of his affetions, it is furprifing to think what 
pains fhe took, to bring him to the moft abje€ compliance 

with 
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with all her -whimfies, and to:tame him to the patient thing 
he now is,: “A -frown’on his part would frequently coft him 
a brocade, and a tear from her was fure to extort,a new hand- 
kerchief or an apron. . Upon any flight quatrel—O the 
would leave him that moment ;—and though. the baggage 
had more cunning than to hazard an intrigue with any one 
elfe, the would work upon his jealoufy by continually twit- 
ting him with— She knew a gentleman, who would feorn 
to ufe her fo barbaroufly, —and the would go to him, ‘if the 
could be fure fhe was not with child ——This laft circum- 
ftance was a coup de referve, which never failed to. bring 
about a reconciliation: nay, 1-thave known her make great 
ufe of breeding qualris upon occafion ; and things were once 
come to fuch an extremity, that fhe waseven forced to have 
recourfe to a fham mifcarriage: to prevent their feparation. 
Ee ‘has ‘been often heard to declare, that.if he -ever-had a 
child by her, it thould'take its chance-atithe. Foundling. Hof- 
pital. He ‘had lately an opportunity sof ,putting this to a 
trial: but the bare hinting of fuch.a barbarous defign threw 
the lady into hyfterics. However, he was determined; that 
the babe; as foon as it was born, fhould be put out to nurfe, 
—he hated the fquall of children. Well! madam, was 
brought to bed: fhe could not bear the:dear infant out of 
her fight ; and it would kill her not to fuckle it herfelf; The 
father was therefore obliged.to comply ;. and an acquaintance 
caught him the other. morning, ftirring the pap, holding the 
clouts before the fire, (and in a word) dwindled into a.mere 
nurfe. Such is the transformation of this Kind Keeper, 
whofe charaéter is ftill more ridiculous than that of a Fond/e- 
wife among hufbands. The amours, indeed, of thefe fond 
fouls commonly end one of thefe two ways: they either find 
themfelves deferted by their miftrefs, when fhe has effeétu- 
ally ruined their conftitution and eftate ; or after as many 
years cohabitation, as would haye tired them of a wife, they 
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grow fo doatingly fond of their whore, that by marriage they 
make her an honeft woman, and perhaps a lady of quality. 


Tue moft unpardonable fort of Keepers are Married 
Men, and Old Men. I will give the reader a fhort fketch 
of each of thefe characters, and leave him to judge for him- 
felf. Cynthio about two years ago was married to Clarinda, 
one of the fineft women in the world. Her temper and dif- 
pofition was as agreeable as her perfon, and her chief endea- 
vour was to pleafe her hufband. But Cynthio’s folly and va- 
nity foon got the better of his conftancy and gratitude, and 
it was not fix months after his marriage, before he took a 
girl he was formerly acquainted with into keeping. His dear 
Polly ufes him like a dog, and he is cruel enough to revenge 
the ill-treatment he receives ftom her upon his wife. He 
feldom vifits her, but when his wench has put him out of 
humour, and once, though indeed unknowingly, communi- 
cated to her a filthy difeafe, for which he was obliged to 
his miftrefs. Yet is he ftill fo infatuated as to doat on this 
vile hufly, and withes it in his power to annul his marriage, 
and legitimate his baftards by Pol/y. Yet is it palpable to 
every one but Cynthio, that Polly has no attraction but the 
name of Miftrefs, and. Clarinda no fault but being his 
wife. Sir Thrifty Gripe is arrived at his Grand Climac- 
teric, and has juft taken a girl into keeping. Till very 
lately the multiplication-table was his rule of life, and “a 
«* penny faved is a penny got’’ was his favourite maxim. But 
he has fuddenly deferted Wingate for Rochefler, and the 
‘Change for Covent-Garden.. Here he met with the buxom 
Charlotte,who at once opened his heart and his purfe, and foon 
begun to fcatter his guineas in paying her debts, and fupply- 
ing her frefh expences, Her equipage is as genteel and ele- 
gant as that of .a dutchefs, and the wife men in the alley 
thake their heads at Sir Térifty as the greateft {pendthrift in 
town. Sir Thrifty was formerly married to a merchant’s 
daughter who brought him a fortune of 20,0001. but after 
' the had two fons by him, he fent her into the North of Wales 
to live cheap, and prevent the probable expence of miore 
children. His fons were obliged to an uncle for education, 
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and Sir Thrifty now fearce allows them enough to fupport 
them, His miftrefs and he almoft always appear together 
at public places, where the conftantly makes a jeft of him, 

while the old dotard dangles at her elbow, like fanuary by 
the fide of May. Thus Sir Thrifty lives, -curfed by his own 
fons, jilted by his miftsefs, and laughed at by the reft of 
the world. 


Ir is very diverting to obferve the thifts to which perfons 
in middling or low life are reduced, in order to bear this new 
incumbrance with which they fometimes chufe to load them- 
felves, The extravagances of a girl has put many a clerk 
on defrauding his mafter, fent many a diftrefled gentleman's 
watch to the pawnbroker’s, and his cloaths to Monmouth 
Street, as well as the poor gentleman himéelf to the gaming+ 
table, or perhaps to. Haun/flow Heath, 1 know a templar who 
always keeps a girl for the firft month after he receives his 
allowance, when his poverty obliges him to difcard her, and 
live on mutton-chopsand porter for the reft of the quarter: 
and it was but lately that my mercer difcovered his appren- 
tice to be concerned with two others in. an \affociation’ for 
maintaining one trull common to the whole three. 


Tis review of one of the chief fources of extravagance 
in the higher and middling walks of life will help us in ac- 
counting for the frequent mortgages and diftreffes in families 
of fafhion, and the numerous bankruptcies in trade, Here 
alfo I cannot help obferving that in this cafe the mifbehaviour 
of the women is in great meafure to be charged to the men ; - 
for how can it be expected that a lady fhould take any plea- 
fure in difcharging the domeftic duties of a wife, when fhe 
{ees her hufband’s affections placed abroad. Nothing indeed: 
can be advanced in vindication of loofe conduc in the fair 
fex, but, confidering our modern morals, it is furely not much 
to be wondered at, when the hufband openly affronts his 
family by keeping a wench, if the wife alfo takes care to. - 
provide herfelf a gallant. 
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